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ARCHIVES OF THE COMMITTEE FOR CONFLICT TRANSFORMATION SUPPORT:
collection description

A Commonweal Archive
Special Collections, J.B. Priestley Library
Reference code

GB 0532 CWL CCTS.

Title

Archives of the Committee for Conflict Transformation Support.

Dates

1992-2009.

Level of description

Fonds.

Extent

0.42 metres.

Name of creators

Committee for Conflict Transformation Support.

Administrative/biographical history

The Committee for Conflict Transformation Support (CCTS) originated in 1992 as a committee of representatives from nongovernmental organisations with the aim of increasing the number of local trainers in conflict resolution and mediation training in Eastern Europe. The organisations included the International Fellowship of Reconciliation, Peace Brigades International, Quaker Peace and Service, War Resisters International and Responding to Conflict. The original title “Ad-hoc” HCA Training Committee (it had been formed in response to a Helsinki Citizens Assembly meeting) was changed to Coordinating Committee for Conflict Resolution Training in Europe (CCCRTE) in 1993. Originally seen as providing a coordinated response to requests for training, the committee also provided a forum for the exchange of information, the discussion and evaluation of practical experience and the development of cooperative or complementary work.

The committee’s work in Osijek, Croatia, and elsewhere revealed that peace groups often had a greater need for support, accompaniment and advice than for training. This marked a change in emphasis from training provision to support. Another change was the geographical limitation. The original focus of work in the former Yugoslavia had been extended to include parts of the Caucasus region, but it was realised that work of the representative organisations in other parts of the world would often have relevance. In 1997 these changes were acknowledged with a change of name to the Committee for Conflict Transformation Support (CCTS).

As well as committee meetings, the committee organised seminars for the exploration of particular issues or areas of work, allowing wider participation and in-depth discussion. The CCTS also published the CCTS Newsletter (later the CCTS Review), containing seminar papers and reports, reflective articles, book reviews and other features related to conflict transformation. Representation on the committee changed over the years as some organisations became less involved while new ones joined, such as International Alert, Conciliation Resources, and Peace Direct. Long-term members of the committee included Adam Curle, Diana Francis, Howard Clark, Guus Meijer, Michael Randle, and Bob Neidhardt. The CCTS was wound up at the end of 2009.
Immediate source of acquisition

Donated to Commonweal by the committee, in 2009-2010.

Scope and content

Minutes of the committee, correspondence, and newsletters.

Appraisal

System of arrangement

This archive has been artificially arranged on archival principles. The original file division has been retained.

Access conditions

Access to archive material is subject to preservation requirements and must also conform to the restrictions of the Data Protection Act and any other appropriate legislation.  This archive contains extensive personal data on individuals and access is therefore restricted under the Act.  At present this applies to the whole of series 1 and 2.  More detailed cataloguing will make it possible to refine this restriction.  Researchers should contact the Special Collections Librarian for information about the status of the material they wish to view.
Copyright/conditions governing reproduction

Copies may be supplied or produced at the discretion of Special Collections staff, subject to copyright law and the condition of the originals.  Applications for permission to make published use of any material should be directed to the Special Collections Librarian in the first instance.  The Library will assist where possible with identifying copyright owners but responsibility for ensuring copyright clearance rests with the user of the material.

Language of material

English.

Finding aids

Unpublished boxlist.

Publication note

Archivist’s note

Described by John Brooker.
Rules or conventions

ISAD(G) 2nd ed.

Date(s) of description

March 2010.
Indexing

Persons

Curle, Adam, 1916-2006
Francis, Diana

Clark, Howard

Meijer, Guus

Randle, Michael

Neidhardt, Bob, 1942-2007

Corporate Bodies 

Committee for Conflict Transformation Support
Coordinating Committee for Conflict Resolution Training in Europe
International Fellowship of Reconciliation
Peace Brigades International
Quaker Peace and Service
Quaker Peace and Social Witness

War Resisters International
Responding to Conflict
International Alert
Conciliation Resources
Peace Direct
Subjects

Conflict management

Conflict resolution
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