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Introduction

This collection of papers is one of the archives collected by Commonweal Library, an independent peace library located in the J.B. Priestley Library of the University of Bradford. These archives are part of the Special Collections at the University of Bradford. 
This set of papers, like many of the most significant of the Commonweal archives, was catalogued as part of the PaxCat Project.  The Project was funded by the National Cataloguing Grants Programme for Archives and ran from May 2009-May 2010. You can find out more about the Project from the reflective blog kept by Helen Roberts, our Project Archivist.

http://commonwealarchives.wordpress.com
Alison Cullingford, Special Collections Librarian.

Collection description
Reference code

GB 0532 Cwl MR

Title

Papers of Michael Joseph Randle (1933 to date)

Dates

1951 - 1998

Level of description

Fonds

Extent 

1.56 metres

Name of creator

Michael Randle

Administrative/ Biographical history

Michael Randle was born in 1933 in Worcester Park, Surrey, and spent the war years living with relatives in Ireland.  He registered as a conscientious objector to military service in 1951 and was given two years alternative service on the land.  He became involved in Operation Gandhi (later re-named the Non Violent Resistance Group) in early 1952 and has been active in the peace and nuclear disarmament movements ever since.
Michael was a member of the Aldermaston March Committee which organised the first Aldermaston March against British nuclear weapons at Easter 1958; chairman of the Direct Action Committee Against Nuclear War, 1958-1961; secretary of the Committee of 100, 1960-1961; and a council and executive member of War Resisters’ International, 1960-1987.  In 1959-1960, he spent a year in Ghana, participating in the Sahara protest team against French atomic bomb tests and helping to organise a pan-African conference in Accra.  In 1962 he was sentenced, along with five other members of the Committee of 100, to 18 months’ imprisonment for his part in organising non violent direct action at a USAAF base at Wethersfield in Essex; it was while he was serving that sentence that his first son, Sean, was born.  In October 1967 he was sentenced to 12 months imprisonment for participating in an occupation of the Greek Embassy in London following the military coup in April that year.
During his time in Wormwood Scrubs prison in 1962-1963, he became friends with George Blake, the British MI6 agent condemned in 1961 to 42 years imprisonment for passing information to the Soviet Union.  In 1966, together with his wife Anne and Pat Pottle, he assisted Sean Bourke in planning Blake’s escape from prison.  Subsequently he and Anne, with their two children, Sean and Gavin, drove Blake to East Germany concealed in the hidden compartment of a camper van.  In June 1991 he and Pat Pottle stood trial at the Old Bailey for their part in the escape.  They defended themselves in court, arguing that while they in no way condoned Blake’s espionage activities for either side, they were right to help him because the 42 year sentence he received was inhuman and hypocritical.  Despite a virtual direction from the judge to convict, the jury found them not guilty on all counts.
Michael has taken a keen interest in developments in Eastern Europe.  In 1956 he undertook a march from Vienna to Budapest with leaflets expressing support for Hungarian passive resistance to the Soviet occupation.  He was prevented from entering Hungary by Austrian border guards.  In 1968 he jointly co-ordinated for War Resisters’ International simultaneous international protests in Moscow, Budapest, Sofia and Warsaw against the Soviet-led invasion of Czechoslovakia.  In the 1970s and 1980s he collaborated with the Czech dissident Jan Kavan, then living in London, smuggling literature and equipment to the democratic opposition in Czechoslovakia.
He has a degree in English from London University (1966), and an MPhil and a PhD in Peace Studies (Bradford, 1981 and 1994).  His thesis was a study of ‘Civil resistance: the origins and development of unarmed civilian resistance and its future potential’.  He is the author of several books on similar themes (see Publication Note).  From 1980 to 1987 he was co-ordinator of the Alternative Defence Commission, contributing to its two major publications, Defence without the Bomb (1983) and The politics of alternative defence (1987).  He was visiting research fellow at the Department of Peace Studies, University of Bradford, from 1991 to 2007.  During this period he co-ordinated the Nonviolent Action Research Project, 1994-1999, and acted as secretary of the Committee for Conflict Transformation and Support, 1994-2009.  With Diana Francis he edited the CCTS Review.  He has contributed articles and reviews to Peace News, New Society and The Guardian, amongst others.  He is a trustee of the Commonweal Collection, an independent peace library.

Immediate source of acquisition

Donated to the Commonweal Collection by Michael Randle.

Scope and content

This collection is dominated by the George Blake prosecution files and contains the following series:
Files (21) covering non violent direct action groups and activities during the 1950s and 1960s, mainly the Direct Action Committee and the Committee of 100 [Cwl MR/1].
Research projects and writings (2 files) [Cwl MR/2].  This includes the Non Violent Action Research Project, but not the Alternative Defence Commission, which is documented by a separate archive [Cwl ADC].
Conferences (5 files), 1967-1992 [Cwl MR/3].
Files (43) on the George Blake case, 1966, and prosecution of Michael Randle and Pat Pottle for their role in his escape from prison, 1989 - 1995 [Cwl MR/4].

Appraisal, destruction and scheduling

The size of the collection was significantly reduced by removing and destroying duplicate legal documents.

Accruals

Further legal documents expected.

System of arrangement

The arrangement of the collection is artificial and based on the activities which Michael Randle has been involved in.

Access conditions

Available to researchers, by appointment.  Access to archive material is subject to preservation requirements and must also conform to the restrictions of the Data Protection Act and any other appropriate legislation.
Court records contained in Cwl MR/4 are subject to an absolute 30 year closure period (exemption 32 under the Freedom of Information Act).  Papers documenting the legal work undertaken by the defence team are covered by legal professional privilege (exemption 42 under the Freedom of Information Act) but have been opened to researchers with Michael Randle’s permission.  Access restrictions for individual files are given in full in the catalogue.

Copyright/ conditions governing reproduction

Copies may be supplied or produced at the discretion of Special Collections staff, subject to copyright law and the condition of the originals.
Applications for permission to make published use of any material should be directed to the Special Collections Librarian in the first instance.
The Library will assist where possible with identifying copyright owners, but responsibility for ensuring copyright clearance rests with the user of the material.

Language of material

English.  Some items in French, German, Hungarian, Czech, Polish and Russian.

Related units of description

Archives of the Direct Action Committee Against Nuclear War [GB 0532 Cwl DAC].
Archives of the Committee of 100 collected by Derry Hannam [GB 0532 HC].
Papers of Mary Ringsleben relating to the Committee of 100 [GB 0532 Cwl MRL].
Archives of the Alternative Defence Commission [GB 0532 Cwl ADC].

Publication note

Michael Randle and Patrick Pottle, The Blake escape: how we freed George Blake and why (London: Harrap, 1989).
Michael Randle, People power: the building of a new European home (Stroud: Hawthorn, 1991).
Michael Randle, Civil resistance (London: Fontana, 1994).
Michael Randle and April Carter, People, power and protest since 1945: a bibliography of nonviolent action (London: Housmans, 2006).

Archivist’s note

Described by Helen Roberts.
Rules or conventions

ISAD(G) 2nd ed.

Date(s) of description

June 2010.
INDEXING

Persons

Blake, George (1922 - )

Pottle, Patrick Brian (1938 – 2000)

Randle, Michael Joseph (1933 - )

Corporate Bodies

Direct Action Committee Against Nuclear War

Committee of 100

Subjects

Peace movements – Great Britain – History – 20th century

Nonviolence – Great Britain – History – 20th century

Pacifism – Great Britain – History – 20th century

Nuclear disarmament – Great Britain – History – 20th century

Espionage, British – History – 20th century
Cwl MR/1. Non violent direct action groups and activities

Date

1951 - 1998.

Extent

20 files and 1 vol.
Cwl MR/1/1

Title

File.  Pacifist mission to Hungary, December 1956, backed by Non Violent Resistance Group

Date

1952 - 1953 and 1956 - 1957.

Extent

1 file.

Language

Some items in Hungarian; Russian; German.

Scope and content

Leaflets; correspondence, including letters from Hungary and Egypt Pilgrimage and Relief Association (3, with circulars), Hugh Brock (4), Francis Rona (5), Darrell Sykes, Chris Farley (2), Dorothy Martin, Ernst Schwarz (4), Harry Mister; Non Violent Resistance Group/Operation Gandhi newsletters; press cuttings.
Cwl MR/1/2

Title

File.  Direct Action Committee: mainly Aldermaston March, Easter 1958

Date

1951 - 1961 and 1998.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Press cuttings; correspondence, including letters from Alex Comfort, Pat Arrowsmith, Eric Fenner (Fellowship Party, with leaflets) and Michael Scott; DAC leaflets; Noise Level, no.10, published by John Brunner, with related letter, May 1958; memorandum by Lawrence Scott; prisoner on remand card for Randle, following arrest at North Pickenham, December 1958; PYAG Magazine, nos. 6 and 7, Pacifist Youth Action Group, 1956; articles about various anti-nuclear protests; application to be registered as a Conscientious Objector, December 1951; London Socialist Film Co-op programme and related letter, 1998; misc copies of DAC/NVRG.
Cwl MR/1/3

Title

File.  Direct Action Committee: Sahara Protest, 1960

Date

1953 - 1954 and 1960.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Correspondence, including letters from April Carter (3), Hugh Brock, Bill Sutherland, Bureau of African Affairs (Ghana), Convention People's Party (Ghana), secretary to President Nkrumah; blank headed paper; entry permits for Ghana; plan for peace flight against French nuclear tests; notes on Positive Action Conference, Accra, April 1960; issues of Voice of Africa (largely written by Randle); plans for Positive Action Centre, Winneba; articles; financial statement [DAC?], June 1961; report on founding of War Resisters' International group in the Gold Coast, January 1954.
Conditions of access

Restricted access.  Data Protection Act applies.
Cwl MR/1/4

Title

File.  World Peace Brigade

Date

1960 - 1964.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Published articles; memoranda, discussion papers and reports, including by policy groups; reports/minutes of preparatory committee meetings and conferences; circulars; correspondence, including letters from Arlo Tatum (11), Bill Sutherland, Siddharaj Dhadda (to AJ Muste), AJ Muste (2, to Devi Prasad and Siddharaj Dhadda); statement of aims and principles; papers relating to inaugural conference, Brummana, Lebanon, December 1961 - January 1962, including lists of participants; agenda and minutes of War Resisters' International Executive Committee/Council; leaflets; constitution of WRI; statement by Michael Scott at the 1220th meeting of the United Nations Fourth Committee; report of 10th Triennial Conference of WRI, 1960.
Cwl MR/1/5

Title

File.  Committee of 100

Date

1960 - 1963.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Photocopies and originals of: circulars; leaflets; letters from Ernest Bader (3); accounts of the history of DAC and C100; minutes of national committee meetings; memoranda on organisation and policy.
Cwl MR/1/6

Title

File.  Committee of 100

Date

1960 - 1966.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Circulars; discussion documents; outline of non violent strategy for Rhodesia; leaflets; bulletins, including Resistance and Solidarity, vol. 1 no. 10; agenda and minutes of national committee meetings; memoranda; constitution agreed 22 October 1960; letters from Danilo Dolci, Francis Butler and Michael Foot.
Cwl MR/1/7

Title

File.  Committee of 100

Date

1961.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Originals and photocopies of: leaflets; briefings.
Cwl MR/1/8

Title

File.  Committee of 100

Date

1961 - 1962.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Press cuttings.
Cwl MR/1/9

Title

File.  Committee of 100: mass resistance demonstration, 9 December 1961

Date

1961 - 1962.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Briefings; leaflets (with drafts); press advert; correspondence, including letters from Douglas Brewood and Colin [?] (2); statement on 'A discipline of nonviolence', Committee for Non Violent Action; statement by Bertrand Russell; circulars; list of members of C100, November 1961.
Cwl MR/1/10

Title

File.  Committee of 100: Official Secrets Act trial, 1962

Date

1961 - 1962.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Signed declarations of collective responsibility with those on trial following plans for a sit-down at Wethersfield NATO base.  With letters requesting supporters to act as witnesses, witness statement by Leonard Cooks (Goodwin Press) and draft policy statement of C100.
Cwl MR/1/11

Title

File.  Committee of 100: Official Secrets Act trial, 1962

Date

1961 - 1962 and 1965.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Legal documents relating to appeal against conviction by Michael Randle, Ian Dixon, Terry Chandler, Pat Pottle, Trevor Hatton and Helen Allegranza, and to their original trial; legal correspondence, mainly with Peter Kingshill, solicitor; other correspondence, including letters and telegrams from the Home Office, Ann Davidson (2), Judith Hart, Carol Fitzgibbon, George Clark (2), Helen Allegranza (2, in Holloway Prison), April Carter (2), Frank Allaun, Charles Davy (The Observer) (2); press statement by Bertrand Russell; articles.
Cwl MR/1/12

Title

File.  Committee of 100: letters of support received in prison, 1962-1963

Date

1961 - 1963 and 1994.

Extent

1 file.

Language

Single item in German.

Scope and content

Letters, postcards and telegrams received from Bayard Rustin, Helen Allegranza (4), Tony Smythe (War Resisters' International), Raymond Williams, Douglas Brewood (national C100), Wendy Butlin, Pat Arrowsmith, Francis Deutsch, Allen Skinner, Terry Chandler, Ralph Schoenman (2), Bertrand Russell (6), Michael Scott, Chris Farley, Albert Schweitzer, Sybil Morrison, April Carter (2), Anthony Greenwood, Frank Allaun, Clare Annesley, Harold Steele, Will Warren, Peter Worsley, Dunmow Women's Crusade Against the Hydrogen Bomb, Hugh Brock, L John Collins; notes about a censored letter to Ann Randle; certificate of conviction for refusal to be bound over to keep the peace, September 1961; telegram announcing death of Helen Allegranza, January 1963; play programme, [Wormwood Scrubbs Prison] Drama Group; notes on trial and imprisonment; letter to Ian Dixon [in Wormwood Scrubbs]; photocopied press cuttings and correspondence about transport arrangements for the Wethersfield demonstration.
Cwl MR/1/13

Title

File.  Committee of 100: case of John Vassall

Date

March 1963.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Press cuttings, following new evidence published in Peace News by Michael Randle.
Cwl MR/1/14

Title

File.  Volunteers for Peace in Vietnam

Date

1966 - 1968.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Proposal for action over the bombing of Hanoi; blank headed paper; letters from Gerry Hunnius and April Carter about arrangements for international team to travel to Hanoi; issues of Peace News; correspondence, including letters from Harry Mister and Tommy Farr (2).
Cwl MR/1/15

Title

File.  Greek Embassy demonstration and trial, April and October 1967

Date

1967 - 1970.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Press cuttings; letters of support received by Michael and Ann Randle, including from Freedom Press, Terry Chandler (Wandsworth Prison), Eileen Brock, Will Warren, Andrew King (2), Janaki Prasad (2), Ben Whitaker MP and John Papworth; certificate of conviction for unlawful assemby, 5 September 1967; prison newsletter, Pentonview; Christmas programme, Pentonville Prison; notes for prisoners at Lewes Prison; correspondence between Ann Randle and the Home Office.
Cwl MR/1/16

Title

File.  Greek Embassy demonstration and trial, April and October 1967

Date

1962, 1967, 2003.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Press cuttings; War Resisters' International newsletter; transcript of proceedings in Regina v Derek James Foley and others, October 1967; correspondence with Panos Trigazis about the Greek peace movement in the 1950s-1960s.
Cwl MR/1/17

Title

File.  'Support Czechoslovakia' action against the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia, War Resisters' International, September 1968

Date

1966 and 1968 - 1969.

Extent

1 file.

Language

Some items in Russian, German, Polish, Czech.

Scope and content

Press releases; biographical details of demonstrators taking part in the action in Soviet bloc states; leaflets; newsletters; briefing for volunteers; Reuters reports of arrests of demonstrators; notes of conversation with Marco Panella about protest in Sofia; notes; letters to the press.  With fundraising correspondence, including letters from Steven Rose, Devi Prasad, Harry Mister (2), April Carter (3), Vanessa Redgrave, Adrian Mitchell, Oz Publications, Iris Murdoch (note only) and Noam Chomsky; lists of participants at WRI conferences, 1966 and 1968; memorandum about proposed international peace movement centre; circulars; lists of appeal letters and donations received; application form for Quebec Peace Union; rules of 'Support Czechoslovakia' (fundraising body).

Note

See pamphlet by Michael Randle, April Carter et al, Support Czechoslovakia (WRI, 1968).
Cwl MR/1/18

Title

Scrapbook.  'Support Czechoslovakia' action against the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia, War Resisters' International, September 1968

Date

1968 - 1969 and 1978 - 1979.

Extent

1 vol.
Scope and content

Press cuttings about the campaign and about political situation in Czechoslovakia.
Cwl MR/1/19

Title

File.  Press cuttings

Date

1959 - 1968.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Covering Direct Action Committee, Committee of 100 and Greek Embassy demonstrations, and Michael Randle's marriage, February 1962.

Note
Received from Barrie Penrose.
Cwl MR/1/20

Title

File.  Pacifist manifesto, 1970

Date

1970.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Paper by Michael Randle, 'Notes for the Pacifist Manifesto'; letters received in response from Noam Chomsky, Connemara Wagner and George Lakey.
Cwl MR/1/21

Title

File.  Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation: launch of European Nuclear Disarmament, 1980

Date

1979 - 1980.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Circulars; leaflets; correspondence with Ken Coates; press releases; drafts of statement on a European nuclear free zone; discussion paper by EP Thomspon; lists of signatories.
Cwl MR/2. Research projects and writings

Date

1983 - 1998.

Extent

2 files.
Cwl MR/2/1

Title

File.  Correspondence with Richard Taylor, University of Leeds

Date

1983 - 1985.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

About Taylor's research, publications and use of quotations from his interview with Michael Randle.  With some letters to Nigel Young; drafts of Michael Randle's chapter in 'Campaigns for peace' (1987); photocopy of Taylor's article in Socialist Register, with draft.
Cwl MR/2/2

Title

File.  Non Violent Action Research Project, Lansbury House Trust Fund/Department of Peace Studies, University of Bradford

Date

1991 and 1994 - 1998.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Proposal for funding for a non violence research centre; list of meetings; circular letters and agenda; detailed minutes of meetings; correspondence; notes for a paper by April Carter on civil disobedience and concepts of citizenship; paper by Lindis Percy, 'Revelations of lawlessness' on opposition to nuclear weapons sited at American bases in Britain.

Note

Previously known as Social Defence Working Group.

Cwl MR/3. Conferences

Date

1967 - 1992.

Extent

5 files.
Cwl MR/3/1

Title

File.  World Conference on Vietnam, Stockholm, July 1967

Date

1967.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Conference speeches and papers.
Cwl MR/3/2

Title

File.  International Conference of Peace Researchers and Peace Activists and 15th Triennial Conference of War Resisters' International, Norrdwijherhout, The Netherlands, July 1975

Date

1975.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Circular letters; programme and list of workshops; reports of workshops; conference papers; black and white photograph of the seashore.
Cwl MR/3/3

Title

File.  Experts Meeting for the Preparation of the International Congress on Disarmament Education, Prague, June 1979

Date

1978 - 1979.

Extent

1 file.

Language

Some items in French.

Scope and content

Working papers and study documents; rules of procedure; opening address; list of participants.
Cwl MR/3/4

Title

File.  'Peace movements - challenges and chances of Europe' conference, Polish Peace Research Council, Warsaw, December 1987

Date

1987.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Circular letters; conference paper.
Cwl MR/3/5

Title

File.  Helsinki Citizens Assembly New Walls in Europe Conference, Bratislava, March 1992

Date

1992.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Programme; conference papers and literature acquired at the conference; leaflets.
Cwl MR/4. George Blake case, 1966, and prosecution of Michael Randle and Pat Pottle for their role in his escape from prison, 1989 - 1991

Date

1966 - 1995.

Extent

43 files.
Cwl MR/4/1

Title

File.  George Blake: trial

Date

1966 - 1967.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Photocopies of material statements taken by the police, 1966 - 1967, following Blake's escape, with index.
Cwl MR/4/2

Title

File.  George Blake: trial

Date

1966 - 1967.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Photocopies of non material statements taken by the police, 1966 - 1967, following Blake's escape, with index.

Note
Received from Birnberg solicitors.

Cwl MR/4/3

Title

File.  George Blake: trial

Date

1966-1967.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Photocopies of transcripts of interviews with prisoners at Wormwood Scrubs after Blake's escape, 1966.

Note
Received from Birnberg solicitors.

Cwl MR/4/4

Title

File.  George Blake: trial, sentencing and escape from prison

Date

1960s - 1980s.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Press cuttings.
Cwl MR/4/5

Title

File.  Sean Bourke: extradition proceedings

Date

1968 - 1970.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Photocopies of court records, including affidavit, summary of facts in the case, arrest warrants, press cuttings and draft judgment.

Note
Received from Birnberg solicitors.

Cwl MR/4/6

Title

File.  Revelations of Randle and Pottle's involvement in the escape

Date

1987 - 1989.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Press cuttings; joint statements; letters from Barrie Penrose, Sunday Times (4); notes for talks by Michael Randle; review of Montgomery Hyde's, 'George Blake: super spy'.
Cwl MR/4/7

Title

File.  Publication of 'The Blake escape: how we freed George Blake and why'

Date

1987 - 1990.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Correspondence, including letters, postcards and cards from War Resisters' International, Mary Ringsleben, Bruce Kent (2), James O'Connell (accepting Randle's resignation as fellow in Department of Peace Studies, University of Bradford), Barrie Penrose, Adam Roberts (3), John Berger (2), Rupert Allasan (3), Norris McWhirter (Freedom Association) and Walter Stein, and copy letters from April Carter to Paul Rogers (2); transcript of interview with Mike Hughes.
Conditions of access

Restricted access.  Data Protection Act applies.
Cwl MR/4/8

Title

File.  Publication of 'The Blake escape: how we freed George Blake and why'

Date

1990.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Correspondence; copy memorandum of agreement with Harrap.
Cwl MR/4/9

Title

File.  Publication of 'The Blake escape: how we freed George Blake and why'

Date

1989 - 1990.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Press cuttings and reviews of book, and related Thames TV programme; correspondence with the press; press releases by Harrap.
Cwl MR/4/10

Title

File.  Pre commital

Date

1989.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Completed forms; correspondence; notes of police interviews of Michael and Ann Randle, Patrick Pottle and John Papworth, February-June 1989.

Note
Received from Birnberg solicitors.

Conditions of access

Open with the permission of Michael Randle.

Cwl MR/4/11

Title

File.  Committal

Date

1989.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Indictment sheets; custody records for Randle and Pottle; court summonses; lists of Randle and Pottle's previous convictions; list of items removed from Randle's house, May 1989; notice of bail; charges.

Note
Received from Birnberg solicitors.

Conditions of access

Open with the permission of Michael Randle.

Cwl MR/4/12

Title

File.  Case for the defence

Date

1989 - 1991.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Notes on defence case and strategy, by Randle and Pottle; report to John Wadham (Liberty) from Derek Russell Davis on the effects of long-term imprisonment; article about the role of the media in the case; account by Pottle of his arrest on 3 May 1989; scenario for trial; notes on defence of necessity; lists of questions for prosecution witnesses; copy letter from Roy Jenkins to Kieran Fagan; interim report on trial by Randle, June 1990; chronology of events; dates of court appearances; Randle's closing speech to the jury; article submitted to New Statesman and Society; scenario for the trial.
Conditions of access

Open with the permission of Michael Randle.

Cwl MR/4/13

Title

File.  Case conferences

Date

1989 - 1991.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Correspondence with BM Birnberg and Co.; notes for and about case conferences; list of case conferences leading up to trial.
Conditions of access

Open with the permission of Michael Randle.

Cwl MR/4/14

Title

File.  George Blake: witness statement

Date

1989 - 1990.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Signed witness statements by Blake, Benedict Birnberg and Susan Pottle; photographs of Blake and Tom MacKinnon; copy correspondence of Blake, including letter from Sir Roger Falk; list of questions for Blake; copy letter from MacKinnon to Geoffrey Robertson; photocopy of judgment in Blake's trial, 3 July 1961; notes on the Blake case by James Rusbridger; accounts of visits to Moscow to interview Blake by Michael and Anne Randle, February 1990, and by Tom MacKinnon, August 1989 and August 1990; correspondence of Michael Randle; legal advice.
Conditions of access

Open with the permission of Michael Randle.

Cwl MR/4/15

Title

File.  George Blake

Date

1989 - 1990.

Extent

1 file.

Language

Single item in French.

Scope and content

Press cuttings.
Cwl MR/4/16

Title

File.  Application to postpone trial on grounds of abuse of process

Date

1990.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Briefs and notes to counsel; summary arguments; affidavit.
Conditions of access

Open with the permission of Michael Randle.

Cwl MR/4/17

Title

File.  Application for judicial review

Date

1970, 1989 - 1993.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Photocopies of Special Branch documents disclosed to the defence, including Watts report of 23 March 1970; witness statements; press cuttings; notice of application for judicial review; correspondence; interim report on trial by Randle, June 1990; extracts from transcripts of proceedings; report on background to case by Richard Bird.
Conditions of access

30 year closure period under exemption 32 of Freedom of Information Act.
Cwl MR/4/18

Title

File.  Application for judicial review

Date

1990.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Judgment in application to postpone trial; affidavits; advices; notes and briefs to counsel; exhibits submitted by the defence; summary arguments; transcript of proceedings; orders; draft judgment, with notes by Randle.

Note
Received from Birnberg solicitors.

Conditions of access

30 year closure period under exemption 32 of Freedom of Information Act.
Cwl MR/4/19

Title

File.  Application for judicial review

Date

1990.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Correspondence; notes.

Note
Received from Birnberg solicitors.

Conditions of access

Open with the permission of Michael Randle.

Cwl MR/4/20

Title

File.  Application for judicial review

Date

1990.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Transcripts of proceedings.

Note
Received from Birnberg solicitors.

Conditions of access

30 year closure period under exemption 32 of Freedom of Information Act.
Cwl MR/4/21

Title

File.  Exhibits

Date

1988 - 1989.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Original exhibits used by the Metropolitan Police as evidence, comprising letters, draft chapters and other items relating to publication of 'The Blake escape'.
Conditions of access

30 year closure period under exemption 32 of Freedom of Information Act.
Cwl MR/4/22

Title

File.  Exhibits

Date

1990.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Photocopies of exhibits 1-16 (vol. I).

Note
Received from Birnberg solicitors.

Conditions of access

30 year closure period under exemption 32 of Freedom of Information Act.
Cwl MR/4/23

Title

File.  Exhibits

Date

[1991].

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Photocopies of exhibits 16-20 (vol. II).

Note
Received from Birnberg solicitors.

Conditions of access

30 year closure period under exemption 32 of Freedom of Information Act.
Cwl MR/4/24

Title

File.  Exhibits

Date

[1991].

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Photocopies of exhibits 21-32 (vol. III) and 33-57.

Note
Received from Birnberg solicitors.

Conditions of access

30 year closure period under exemption 32 of Freedom of Information Act.
Cwl MR/4/25

Title

File.  Witness statements

Date

1989 - 1990.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Photocopies of signed witness statements, with list of witnesses called.
Conditions of access

30 year closure period under exemption 32 of Freedom of Information Act.
Cwl MR/4/26

Title

File.  BM Birnberg and Co., solicitors.

Date

1989 - 1990.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Solicitors' correspondence.

Note
Received from Birnberg solicitors.

Conditions of access

Open with the permission of Michael Randle.

Cwl MR/4/27

Title

File.  BM Birnberg and Co., solicitors.

Date

1989 - 1991.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Solicitors' correspondence, mainly with Crown Prosecution Service.

Note
Received from Birnberg solicitors.

Conditions of access

Open with the permission of Michael Randle.

Cwl MR/4/28

Title

File.  BM Birnberg and Co., solicitors.

Date

1989 - 1991.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Randle's correspondence with solicitors, including copy letters from Crown Prosecution Service; legal advice on the disclosure of documents to the defence.
Conditions of access

Open with the permission of Michael Randle.

Cwl MR/4/29

Title

File.  BM Birnberg and Co., solicitors.

Date

1990 - 1991.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Solicitors' correspondence, including with the BBC and freedom of information request to United States State Department.

Note
Received from Birnberg solicitors.

Conditions of access

Open with the permission of Michael Randle.

Cwl MR/4/30

Title

File.  BM Birnberg and Co., solicitors.

Date

1990 - 1991.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Solicitors' correspondence.

Note
Received from Birnberg solicitors.

Conditions of access

Open with the permission of Michael Randle.

Cwl MR/4/31

Title

File.  BM Birnberg and Co., solicitors.

Date

1990 - 1992 and 1995.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Solicitors' correspondence, including with Rupert Allasan MP and the BBC; press cuttings; legal documents, including costs claimed, notices, judgment, affidavit, opinion, advice and transcript of proceedings; copy documents released by United States State Department.

Note
Received from Birnberg solicitors.

Conditions of access

Open with the permission of Michael Randle.

Cwl MR/4/32

Title

File.  Correspondence with supporters leading up to and during the trial

Date

1989 - 1991.

Extent

1 file.

Language

Some items in German.

Scope and content

Correspondence with supporters, including letters from April Carter (8), Patrick Meehan, Alex Comfort, Rex Philips (2), Adam Curle, David Rubinstein, Norris McWhirter (Freedom Association), Anne Bill Sutherland (2); petition form organised by War Resisters' International; copy letters about dispute between Nicholas Walter and Albert Meltzer (Black Flag).
Conditions of access

Restricted access.  Data Protection Act applies.
Cwl MR/4/33

Title

File.  Correspondence with supporters during and after the trial

Date

1991.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Correspondence with supporters during and after the trial, including letters, postcards and cards from David Rubinstein, Bill Sutherland, Freedom Press (3), Oyster Band, Eileen Brock (2), Edward P and Dorothy Thompson, April Carter, Jeremy Hutchinson, END, Rex Phillips, Chris Farley (2), Andrew Rigby, Anne Davidon, Devi Prasad, Paul Foot, Tam Dalyell, Tony Benn and Bob Cryer.
Cwl MR/4/34

Title

File.  Correspondence with supporters during and after the trial

Date

1990 - 1994.

Extent

1 file.

Language

Some items in French, German.

Scope and content

Correspondence with supporters after the trial, including letters, postcards and cards from Adrian Liddell Hart (3), Freedom Press (Donald Rooum), George Blake (5), Norman Iles, Lawrence Weschler, Ann Davidon, Tom MacKinnon, Greg Philo, Benedict Birnberg, Pat Arrowsmith, Alex Comfort, Roger Falk (2), April Carter, Eileen Brock (2), Walter Stein (2), Adam Roberts, Wilbur Ferry (2); poem by Stuart Lees.
Cwl MR/4/35

Title

File.  Charging orders against properties owned by Randle and Pottle

Date

1990 - 1992.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Orders; instructions and advices to counsel; affidavits; advices and opinions; judgment, March 1991; article by Arie Freiberg, 'Confiscating the literary proceeds of crime' in Criminal Law Review, February 1992.
Conditions of access

Closed.  Legal professional privilege applies and 30 year closure period under exemption 32 of Freedom of Information Act.

Cwl MR/4/36

Title

File.  Charging orders against properties owned by Randle and Pottle

Date

1990 - 1991.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Charging order and order discharging it; financial investigation undertaken by Crown Prosecution Service; affidavit of Richard Bird; notes of confrontation between Randle and Bird.
Conditions of access

Closed.  Data Protection Act applies and 30 year closure period under exemption 32 of Freedom of Information Act.

Cwl MR/4/37

Title

File.  Fees and bill of costs

Date

1990 - 1993.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Correspondence; applicants' bill of costs; fee notes and notes to Taxation Officer.

Note
Received from Birnberg solicitors.

Conditions of access

Open with the permission of Michael Randle.

Cwl MR/4/38

Title

File.  Press coverage: revelations of Randle and Pottle's involvement in Blake's escape

Date

1987 - 1989.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Press cuttings.
Cwl MR/4/39

Title

File.  Press coverage: indictment and court appearances

Date

1989 - 1990.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Press cuttings.
Cwl MR/4/40

Title

File.  Press coverage: trial and acquittal

Date

1991.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Press cuttings; letters to the press.
Cwl MR/4/41

Title

File.  Press coverage: trial and acquittal

Date

1991.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Press cuttings.
Cwl MR/4/42

Title

File.  Press coverage

Date

1987 - 1990.

Extent

1 file.

Language

Some items in German, French.

Scope and content

Magazine articles; appeal issued by War Resisters' International.
Cwl MR/4/43

Title

File.  Articles 

Date

1991.

Extent

1 file.
Scope and content

Typescripts by Randle, on the defence of necessity and the judgment in the case.
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