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Introduction

This collection of papers is one of the archives collected by Commonweal Library, an independent peace library located in the J.B. Priestley Library of the University of Bradford. These archives are part of the Special Collections at the University of Bradford. 
This set of papers, like many of the most significant of the Commonweal archives, was catalogued as part of the PaxCat Project.  The Project was funded by the National Cataloguing Grants Programme for Archives and ran from May 2009-May 2010. You can find out more about the Project from the reflective blog kept by Helen Roberts, our Project Archivist.
http://commonwealarchives.wordpress.com
Alison Cullingford, Special Collections Librarian.

Collection description
Reference code

GB 0532 Cwl DT

Title

Papers of Richard Taylor

Dates

1952 – 1979

Level of description

Fonds

Extent 

0.5 metres

Name of creator

Richard Taylor

Administrative/ Biographical history

This collection comprises the research notes and material used by Dr Taylor in writing his PhD thesis, ‘The British nuclear disarmament movement of 1958 to 1965 and its legacy to the left’ (University of Leeds, 1983).  The thesis was based on study of the archives of key organisations (the National Council for the Abolition of Nuclear Weapons Tests, the Direct Action Committee Against Nuclear War, the Committee of 100 and the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament) and on interviews conducted with leading individuals in the nuclear disarmament movement.

Immediate source of acquisition

Donated to the Commonweal Collection by Richard Taylor in 1984.

Scope and content

The collection includes Dr Taylor’s research notes, correspondence, transcripts of interviews with leading individuals in the peace movement, and originals and photocopies of archives and publicity material from the organisations studied.

Appraisal, destruction and scheduling

There is a large degree of overlap between this collection and the archives of the Direct Action Committee (Cwl DAC) and the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament.  Copies of CND archives held at the London School of Economics and of Committee of 100 archives held at the University of Warwick have been weeded.  Photocopies of journal articles and some material transferred to the pamphlet and peace ephemera collections (Eph PAC).
System of arrangement

The original file structure was lost and files have therefore been grouped according to the different sources used by Dr Taylor.

Access conditions

The transcripts of interviews with leading figures in the nuclear disarmament movement and politics generally are open to researchers.  The content of these interviews is either already in the public domain, or the interviewees are no longer alive.  Available to researchers, by appointment.  Access to archive material is subject to preservation requirements and must also conform to the restrictions of the Data Protection Act and any other appropriate legislation.

Copyright/ conditions governing reproduction

Copies may be supplied or produced at the discretion of Special Collections staff, subject to copyright law and the condition of the originals. Applications for permission to make published use of any material should be directed to the Special Collections Librarian in the first instance.  The Library will assist where possible with identifying copyright owners, but responsibility for ensuring copyright clearance rests with the user of the material.

Language of material

English.
Existence and location of originals

Archives of the Direct Action Committee (GB 0532 Cwl DAC).

Papers of the European Organiser of the American-European Peace March, San Francisco to Moscow (GB 0532 Cwl NVA).

Papers of Hugh Brock (GB 0532 Cwl HBP).
Publication note

Richard Taylor, ‘The British nuclear disarmament movement of 1958 to 1965 and its legacy to the left’ (PhD, University of Leeds, 1983).
Richard Taylor, ‘Against the bomb: the British peace movement 1958-1965’ (Oxford: Clarendon, 1988).
Archivist’s note

Described by Alison Cullingford and revised by Helen Roberts.
Rules or conventions

ISAD(G) 2nd ed.

Date(s) of description

March 2010

Indexing
Persons

Taylor, Richard Kenneth Stanley (1945 - )
Corporate Bodies
Direct Action Committee Against Nuclear War
National Council for the Abolition of Nuclear Weapons Tests
Committee of 100
Subjects
Peace movements – Great Britain – History – 20th century
Nonviolence – Great Britain – History – 20th century
Pacifism – Great Britain – History – 20th century
Nuclear disarmament – Great Britain – History – 20th century
Anti-nuclear movement – Great Britain – History – 20th century

Cwl DT/1. Direct Action Committee archives.

Date
1952 - 1978.

Extent
16 files.

Scope and content

The DAC archive was loaned to Richard Taylor by April Carter and Hugh Brock also loaned his own papers.  These files contain original documents, photocopies and notes by RT.

Cwl DT/1/1

Title

File.  Predecessors of Direct Action Committee.

Date
1952 - 1958.

Extent
1 file.

Scope and content

Photocopies and originals of: leaflet and press release of Operation Gandhi; press releases and newsletters of the Non Violent Resistance Group; reports of meetings of the 1957 Committee; letters to the press and press releases of the Emergency Committee for Direct Action Against Nuclear War about Harold Steele's attempt to reach Christmas Island, 1957.  Notes by RT.

Cwl DT/1/2

Title

File.  Direct Action Committee.

Date
November 1957 - June 1961.

Extent
1 file.

Scope and content

Photocopies and some originals of minutes of founding meetings and regular committee meetings, including when DAC operated under the names Group for Direct Action Against Nuclear War, and Committee for Direct Action of Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, up to April 1958.

Cwl DT/1/3

Title

File.  Direct Action Committee.

Date
1958 - 1961.

Extent
1 file.

Scope and content

Originals and photocopies of: policy statements; leaflets (including Aldermaston March Committee); biographical information about leading DAC members; theme song of the Aldermaston March; half yearly accounts; conference papers, including agenda, minutes and reports; notes for speakers; newsletters and circulars; proposals and plans for action; final statement on disbanding the DAC; minutes of meeting on the social responsibility of scientists; minutes of the Campaign Against Tax for Nuclear Arms; syllabus for a Positive Action Training Centre in Winneba, Ghana.

Cwl DT/1/4

Title

File.  Direct Action Committee.

Date
1958 - 1960.

Extent
1 file.

Scope and content

Photocopies of correspondence between April Carter, Pat Arrowsmith, Michael Randle, Hugh Brock and Ian Dixon of DAC, and L John Collins, Victor Gollancz, Arthur Goss, Marghanita Laski, Peggy Duff, Harold Steele, Margaret Turner, Tony Benn MP, Stephen Swingler MP and others.  About division with CND over use of direct action, imprisonments following demonstrations and police infiltration of DAC.  Notes by RT.

Cwl DT/1/5

Title

File.  Direct Action Committee.

Date
1958 - 1961.

Extent
1 file.

Scope and content

Photocopies of press cuttings, articles and correspondence on direct action.  Including writings by Pat Arrowsmith, Michael Randle, Reginald Reynolds, Fenner Brockway and Peter Cadogan; letters from Pat Arrowsmith, Michael Randle and April Carter; statements to the International Conference on Nuclear Disarmament for Students and Youth.

Cwl DT/1/6

Title

File.  Direct Action Committee: Aldermaston March and picket, 1958.

Date
1952 and 1958.

Extent
1 file.

Scope and content

Photocopies and originals of: leaflet on Aldermaston demonstration by Operation Gandhi, 1952; press releases, headed letter paper and leaflets of Aldermaston March Committee; letters, press releases, leaflets, briefings and reports on Aldermaston picket by DAC; letters between L John Collins and Pat Arrowsmith, April and October 1958.  Notes by RT.

Cwl DT/1/7

Title

File.  Direct Action Committee: rocket base campaign at North Pickenham, Swaffham, 1958.

Date
1958 - 1959.

Extent
1 file.

Scope and content

Photocopies and originals of: report; articles by Michael Scott and April Carter; briefing; letter to Peace News from Bertrand Russell, December 1958; circulars; leaflet; press releases; letter of support from Arthur Wellard, Greenwich Trades Council.  Notes by RT.

Cwl DT/1/8

Title

File.  Direct Action Committee: South West Norfolk by-election and voters' veto campaign, 1959.

Date
1959.

Extent
1 file.

Scope and content

Leaflets; press releases; photocopy of letter from Michael Tippett (Peace Pledge Union), March 1959.

Cwl DT/1/9

Title

File.  Direct Action Committee: 1959 general election: Lawrence Daly, West Fife constituency.

Date
1959.

Extent
1 file.

Scope and content

Circulars and press releases supporting Daly and other candidates in favour of unilateral nuclear disarmament; leaflets and circular issued by Will Warren, Daly's election agent.

Cwl DT/1/10

Title

File.  Direct Action Committee: Sahara Protest and Positive Action Conference, Ghana, 1960.

Date
1959 - 1960 and 1977.

Extent
1 file.

Scope and content

Photocopies and originals of: letters from Michael Randle in Accra, 1960; leaflets, including by Committee of African Organisations and Kwame Nkrumah; memoranda, progress reports and press releases on the DAC protest; press cuttings, articles and speeches, including on the Emergency Conference on Positive Action, Accra, 1960.  Notes by RT.

Cwl DT/1/11

Title

File.  Direct Action Committee: rocket base campaign in East Anglia and East Midlands, Operation Foulness and Operation Finningley, 1960.

Date
1958 - 1960.

Extent
1 file.

Scope and content

Leaflets; reports; circulars; statements of defendants in Operation Foulness case; briefings; photocopy letter from Pat Arrowsmith, Holloway Prison, January 1960; minutes of Harrington conferences, December 1959 and February 1960; press releases; schedule of activities; report on and proposals for campaign about rocket bases in East Anglia, October 1958; notes about fly-posting; letter about creating a chain of substitute committees for DAC in the event of mass arrests; notes by RT.

Cwl DT/1/12

Title

File.  Direct Action Committee: industrial campaign, 1960.

Date
1959 - 1960.

Extent
1 file.

Scope and content

Leaflets; minutes of campaign post mortem meeting; notes of meeting with Letchworth CND; press releases and letters to the press; circulars; schedules of activities; statement by West Surrey Industrial Campaign; report of campaign in Manchester; letter to Pat Arrowsmith from Northampton Trades Council; briefings; summary of Stevenage campaign; notes by RT.

Cwl DT/1/13

Title

File.  Direct Action Committee: march to Holy Loch Polaris submarine base, 1961.

Date
1961.

Extent
1 file.

Scope and content

Leaflets (including from local supporters en route); press releases; circulars; letter to New Statesman from Pat Arrowsmith; reports, including of preparatory meeting and progress reports (including by Pat Arrowsmith); minutes of meeting held to advise those charged; schedules of route; briefings; notes by RT.

Cwl DT/1/14

Title

File.  Direct Action Committee: papers forwarded by Hugh Brock.

Date
no date, circa 1960 & 1978.

Extent
1 file.

Scope and content

Letter from Hugh Brock, July 1978, with original typescripts: 'Outline of [Aldermaston] picket'; 'The Aldermaston picket 1958 July 21 - September 22'; 'Training in non-violent self-help', Bodo Manstein and Nikolaus Koch; 'Power and freedom', on the Positive Action Centre in Ghana, Michael Randle.

Cwl DT/1/15

Title

File.  Direct Action Committee: dissolution and relations with Committee of 100.

Date
1960 - 1961.

Extent
1 file.

Scope and content

Photocopies of: letter to Pat Arrowsmith from Bertrand Russell about co-operation between DAC and C100; press cutting about February 1961 sit-down; extract from letter by Michael Randle about future of DAC.  Notes by RT.

Cwl DT/1/16

Title

File.  American-European Peace March from San Francisco to Moscow, 1961.

Date
circa 1960 - 1961.

Extent
1 file.
Language of material

Includes single leaflet in English/Russian/German/French/Dutch/Polish.
Scope and content

Minutes of British Ad Hoc Committee for Walk from San Francisco to Moscow, February 1961; letters and memoranda from April Carter, Bayard Rustin, Bradford Lyttle and AJ Muste, including details of European volunteers; article, press releases and publicity leaflets; newsletter of Committee for Nonviolent Action, with biographies of walkers; reports and statements of conference in Groningen and meetings with Polish and Soviet Peace Committees; plan for international non-violent action in Germany, circa 1960; notes by RT.
Conditions governing access

Restricted access.  Data Protection Act applies.
Cwl DT/2. Committee of 100 archives.

Date
1961 - 1979.

Extent
2 files.

Scope and content

Peter Cadogan allowed Richard Taylor to consult the Committee of 100 press cuttings collection, his personal papers and an incomplete set of minutes, circulars and correspondence.
Cwl DT/2/1

Title

File.  Committee of 100.

Date
1961, 1968 and 1979.

Extent
1 file.

Scope and content

Photocopies of: press cuttings on C100 activities; special issue of Talking Points newsletter on the future of the C100, September 1968; minutes of final meeting of London C100 disbanding the organisation, January 1968.  With covering letter from Peter Cadogan, June 1979.
Cwl DT/2/2

Title

File.  Committee of 100.

Date
1963 - 1966.

Extent
1 file.

Scope and content

Photocopies of: bulletins issued to Working Groups and convenors by London C100; extracts from Resistance (bulletin of C100); article, 'The spies who fooled them all', The Guardian, 9 April 1966.
Cwl DT/3. Papers of Arthur Goss.

Date
1957 - 1963.

Extent
2 files.

Scope and content

Arthur Goss loaned his papers on the NCANWT, CND and DAC to Richard Taylor.

Cwl DT/3/1

Title

File.  National Council for the Abolition of Nuclear Weapons Tests.

Date
1957 - 1958.

Extent
1 file.

Scope and content

Photocopies and some originals of circulars, press cuttings, statements, letters and leaflets issued or received mainly by NCANWT, but also CND.  With agenda for CND Executive Committee, January 1958; brief history of DAC, c1961; notes for handover from NCANWT to CND, January 1958; notes by RT.

Cwl DT/3/2

Title

File.  Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament and Direct Action Committee.

Date
1958 - 1963.

Extent
1 file.

Scope and content

Photocopies and originals of: correspondence, statements, minutes and reports about Bertrand Russell's resignation as President of CND, 1960; CND records, including leaflets, campaign material (factories, caravan workshops, FALLX 63), reports, press cuttings, policy statements, annual reports, press release, papers about the constitution, EC minutes, list of candidates for National Council, 1958 - 1963; DAC records, including circulars, campaign material, reports, policy statement, conference minutes, letters, memorandum on a Commission on Nonviolent Resistance, 1958 - 1960; letters, leaflets and statements on the Voters' Veto campaign and the Independent Nuclear Disarmament Election Committee, 1961; other leaflets and circulars issued by Socialist Party of Great Britain, Universities and Left Review Club, Hydrogen Bomb Campaign Committee (Labour Party), 1958.
Cwl DT/4. Other personal papers.

Date
1958 - 1963.

Extent
1 file.
Cwl DT/4/1

Title

File.  Papers of Jacquetta Hawkes, Olive Krause and HB Marlow.

Date
1958 - 1963.

Extent
1 file.

Scope and content

Photocopies from Jacquetta Hawkes papers: text of pamphlet, The H bomb no deterrent, AJP Taylor, 1958; press cuttings and articles; Federal Union leaflet; paper on CND and public opinion, GH Petch, 1960; papers on the Women's Voluntary Service 'One in Five' course, 1959 - 1960; report of JH's speech at CND meeting, Brighton, May 1963.  Photocopies from HB Marlow papers: correspondence about Aldermaston March, 1962; letter from Christopher Woodhouse to John Profumo, May 1963.  Photocopies from Olive Krause papers: CND bulletin; Anglican Pacifist Fellowship leaflet.  Notes by RT.
Cwl DT/5. Interviews with leading figures in the nuclear disarmament movement.

Date
1963 - 1978.

Extent
5 files.

Scope and content

‘Interviews were tape recorded and transcripts made of the recordings.  The transcripts were then checked with the interviewees and their agreement obtained for quotation.’
Cwl DT/5/1

Title

File.  Correspondence about RT's research, arranging interviews and corrections to interview transcripts.

Date
1963 - 1978.

Extent
1 file.

Scope and content

Including letters from: Alan Lovell; George Clark (with election address, 1978); Pat Arrowsmith (with press cuttings and pamphlet, 'Free speech? The Arrowsmith case', 1963); Michael Foot; Leslie Walsh; AJP Taylor; Edward Boyle; John Bernal; Edward Thompson; Sandra Marsh (on behalf of Vanessa Redgrave); Ian Mikardo; Arnold Wesker; Frank Cousins; April Carter; Dick Nettleton; Michael Randle; Alan Sillitoe; George Matthews; Jacquetta Hawkes; Olive Gibbs; L John Collins; Frank Allaun; Arthur Goss; Peter Cadogan (with publications on nonviolence, 1975-1977); Peggy Duff.

Cwl DT/5/2

Title

File.  Interview questions.

Date
1978.

Extent
1 file.

Scope and content

Lists of questions for each interviewee.  With review of Peggy Duff's 'Left, left, left', by Olive Gibbs.

Cwl DT/5/3

Title

File.  Handwritten and typescript transcripts of interviews.

Date
1978.

Extent
1 file.

Scope and content

Interviewees comprise: Frank Allaun; Pat Arrowsmith; Hugh Brock; George Clark; L John Collins and Diana Collins; Peggy Duff; Michael Foot; Olive Gibbs; Arthur Goss; Stuart Hall; Jacquetta Hawkes; Alec Douglas-Home; Bruce Kent and Duncan Rees; Alan Lovell; George Matthews; Ian Mikardo; Dick Nettleton; Michael Randle; Joseph Rotblat; Donald Soper; AJP Taylor; Nicolas Walter; Arnold Wesker; Harold Wilson.

Cwl DT/5/4

Title

File.  Letters from interviewees about corrections to their transcripts.

Date
1978.

Extent
1 file.

Scope and content

Including from: Frank Allaun; George Matthews; Jacquetta Hawkes; Ian Mikardo; April Carter; Dick Nettleton; Olive Gibbs; Alan Lovell; Pat Arrowsmith; Hugh Brock; AJP Taylor; Stuart Hall; Michael Foot; Arthur Goss.

Cwl DT/5/5

Title

File.  'Interview transcripts master file', as amended and with permission to quote.

Date
1978.

Extent
1 file.

Scope and content

Interviewees comprise: Frank Allaun; Pat Arrowsmith; Hugh Brock; April Carter; George Clark; Peggy Duff; Michael Foot; Olive Gibbs; Arthur Goss; Stuart Hall; Jacquetta Hawkes; George Matthews; Ian Mikardo; Dick Nettleton; Michael Randle; Donald Soper; AJP Taylor; Arnold Wesker.
March 2010


